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tasks not involving the defect. Frequently there is
great difficulty in deciding whether such an individual
is normal or subnormal; many are ultimately designated
as "border-line." Of course, as we have already stated,
it must be carefully realized that apperceptions or reason-
ing power or judgment may be faulty in specialized fields,
owing to lack of experience which would give the individual
the data necessary to perform these mental functions.

Sometimes, however, a person proves that he has normal
capacity as judged by his social reactions or by the re-
sults on ordinary mental tests, and yet he may have ex-
tremely poor ability in some one or more of the so-called
higher mental powers, even in relation to situations with
which he is familiar. He may not be keen in reasoning,
or his judgment may .not be good, or he may act without
prudence and foresight. It is true that extreme disability
in apperception is often an indication of aberrational
tendencies, but even normal individuals vary greatly in
their capacity for sizing up situations.

While we cannot here cover this topic of our problem
thoroughly, we cite several cases illustrating defects in
higher mental powers. Whether the individuals can be
classified as of normal intelligence may sometimes be
open to question, but though they have such clearly seen
defects, they likewise have such striking abilities in many
other fields that they are more properly placed in this
chapter than in the later one devoted to subnormal in-
dividuals with special abilities.

Mental representation: In the case given below, very
poor results were attained on many tasks, results which
we believe may be explained by extreme disability in
powers of mental representation. Discussing the place of
this mental trait, Healy says, "The ability to represent in
terms of various imageries a given situation to oneself,
and to revolve it over in the mind, seeing its different